Section 6 Biodiversity Report 2026
Risca East Community Council
Introduction
Risca East Community Council recognises the importance of protecting and enhancing biodiversity and supporting the resilience of ecosystems within the local community.
Under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, public authorities in Wales have a duty to seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity and, in doing so, promote the resilience of ecosystems.
This report outlines the Council's consideration of biodiversity and environmental matters during 2025.
Council Land and Assets
Risca East Community Council does not own or manage any buildings, parks, open spaces or other areas of land.
The Council does make use of local green spaces for community events where appropriate. These areas are not owned or managed by the Community Council, and therefore the Council has limited direct control over their maintenance and management.
The Council nevertheless recognises the importance of these green spaces to residents and to local wildlife and seeks to use them responsibly.
Biodiversity and Environmental Considerations
Biodiversity and the appearance and condition of the local environment are considered as part of the Council's ongoing work.
The Cleaner and Greener Scheme is discussed at Council meetings as part of the Council's regular consideration of environmental issues and opportunities to improve the local area. This provides an opportunity for councillors to consider matters relating to the appearance of the community, green spaces, planting and the wider local environment.
The Council will continue to consider biodiversity implications when discussing local environmental matters and community projects.
Flowers and Planting
Flowers have previously been planted within the community, providing visual improvements to local areas as well as potential benefits for pollinators and other wildlife.
The Council recognises the value of flowers and suitable planting in supporting insects such as bees and butterflies and contributing to a more attractive and environmentally friendly community.
Although the Council does not own the areas where planting has taken place, it will continue to consider opportunities for appropriate planting and environmental improvements in partnership with relevant landowners and organisations.
Community Events and Green Spaces
The Council supports community events held in local green spaces and recognises the importance of these areas to the community.
When green spaces are used for events, the Council will seek to ensure that activities are undertaken responsibly, with consideration given to wildlife, vegetation and the surrounding environment. Appropriate attention is also given to waste and ensuring that areas are left clean and tidy following events.
Actions and Commitments
During 2025, the Council's biodiversity-related approach included:
· Continuing to discuss the Cleaner and Greener Scheme at Council meetings.
· Recognising the importance of local green spaces for both residents and wildlife.
· Supporting and recognising the benefits of previous flower planting within the community.
· Considering opportunities for further planting and environmental improvements where appropriate.
· Taking account of biodiversity and environmental considerations when discussing relevant Council matters.
· Encouraging responsible use of local green spaces during community events.
· Looking for opportunities to work with landowners, community groups and other organisations on environmental improvements.
Looking Ahead
Risca East Community Council will continue to consider biodiversity and environmental matters as part of its ongoing work.
The Council will seek practical opportunities to support biodiversity through appropriate planting, community initiatives, environmental improvements and partnership working.
The Council will also continue to discuss the Cleaner and Greener Scheme at its meetings and consider opportunities to improve the local environment for residents, pollinators and other wildlife.
Conclusion
Although Risca East Community Council does not own or manage buildings or green spaces, the Council recognises that it can make a positive contribution to biodiversity through its decision-making, community activities and support for environmental improvements.
The continued consideration of the Cleaner and Greener Scheme, together with previous flower planting and responsible use of local green spaces, demonstrates the Council's ongoing commitment to maintaining and enhancing the local environment.
Risca East Community Council will continue to look for achievable opportunities to support biodiversity and contribute to the resilience of ecosystems within the community.
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